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Save the Country and Promote Prosperity: The
Investigation Tour to Northwest of the Shanghai Fine
Arts School National Calamity Propaganda Group
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Abstract: The travel promotion tour of the Shanghai Fine
Arts School National Calamity Propaganda Group organized
by Shen Yiqian, was a promotional and investigative trip.
The northwest investigation trip taken by Shen Yiqian
alone was a significant part of the itinerary for the National
Disaster Propaganda Group. By sorting and analyzing Shen
Yiqian's northwest trip results in photography and painting,
combined with the background of the national crisis and
the development of the northwest, it was found that he was
most concerned about the ethnic relations and industrial

development in the northwest border area, and actively
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carried out anti-Japanese mobilization and promotion of
northwest industry development. His northwest trip was a
visual practice of shaping national identity and mobilizing
anti-Japanese war under the background of national crisis,
as well as an investigative practice of combining art and
industry under the advocacy of saving the nation by engaging
in industry. It made an important contribution to establishing
a bridge connecting the country and the people, the border
and the interior.

Keywords: Shanghai Fine Arts School, Shen Yigian, National
Calamity Propaganda Group,northwest investigation,save the

nation by engaging in industry
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