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David’s Oath of the Horatii and The Lictors Bearing to Brutus the Bodies of his Sons
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Abstract: David exerted great pressure on the traditional principles of
composition, with the aim of expressing a holistic visual equivalence, naturalizing
the image and becoming a space of self-consistency. In The Lictors Bearing to
Brutus the Bodies of his Sons, David further decomposed the arrangement of the
picture, making disharmony and discontinuity the basic elements of creation, which
suggested that David was skillful at the themes involving politics and emotional
conflicts.
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