First, Sichuan is the birthplace of many great

painters; second, the graduates of 1977 and 1978

have made great efforts: third, the artists of

Sichuan cast their eves out of the region.

58

ERSEE. mEE =4 eh

[&=%3,. £5 Collated by Jiangying

To Inherit and Exceed:
Thirty-year Old Sichuan Fine Arts
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Under the aegis of the Chinese-foreign Culture Exchange Center of the Ministry of Culture, the

painting exhibition From Rural Modernity to Urban Utopia 1976- 2006: Sichuan School opened at

Zhong Wai Bo Yi Gallery in Beijing, 30th June. 83 outstanding painters including Luo Zhongli, Zhang
Xiaogang, Ye Yongqing, He Duoling, Feng Zhengjie have attended the one-month exhibition and
there are more than 90 works on display. The exhibition has Lin Mao, the curator of Zhong Wai Bo
Yi Gallery, as its planner and critic Jia Fangzhou as its host. Luo Zhongli, dean of Sichuan Fine Art
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Institute, and the famous critic Shui Tianzhong addressed

the conference. Extracts from the speech are offered here.

To understand Sichuan fine art, we should go out of the
shadow of “school” and region and into the broad field of
artistic ecology. Three factors have contributed to Sichuan
School: first, Sichuan is the birthplace of many great painters;
second, the graduates of 1977 and 1978 have made great
efforts; third, the artists of Sichuan cast their eyes out of the
region.
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